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ORDNANCE CORPS MISSIONORDNANCE CORPS MISSION 

The Ordnance Corps mission is complex and multi-faceted, 
providing munitions, maintenance, and Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (EOD) support to generate and maintain combat 
power and to provide protection to Army, joint, intergovern-
mental, interagency and multinational forces. This support 
begins at the very inception of operations and continues, un-
abated, until operations are complete. 

 

4 CORE COMPETENCIES4 CORE COMPETENCIES 
MAINTENANCE (91A OD)MAINTENANCE (91A OD) 

Generates/regenerates combat power and preserves the 
capital investment in weapons systems and equipment; di-
rectly provides equipment servicing and operational readi-
ness to commanders  

AMMUNITION (91A OD)AMMUNITION (91A OD) 
Provides the correct type and quantity of munitions from the 
industrial base to the tactical point of need, directly providing 
the lethality to combat operations 
 

EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DEXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL (89E EOD)ISPOSAL (89E EOD) 
Provides integrated protection and support to military forces, 
civil authorities and critical infrastructure, facilitating decisive 
operations and providing operational commanders freedom 
of action 
 

EXPLOSIVES SAFETY (8EXPLOSIVES SAFETY (89E EOD)9E EOD) 
Ensures disciplined application of explosive safety proce-
dures and adherence to explosive safety rules 
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THE ORDNANCE CORPSTHE ORDNANCE CORPS 
 
The Ordnance Corps has a proud tradition dating back to  
colonial America when Samuel Sharpe was appointed as Master  
Gunner of Ordnance in the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1629. 
For the next four hundred years, the Ordnance Corps served a 
pivotal role in the American Army: supporting  the Congenital Ar-

my with maintenance and 
munitions during the Revolu-
tionary War; officially found-
ed during the War of 1812; 
building the weapons for the 
Union Army in the Civil War; 
establishing forward mainte-
nance as a key tenet during 
WWI; and organizing the first 
Bomb Disposal Units in 
WWII. Through Korea, Vi-

etnam, Desert Storm, up to its current operations, the Ordnance 
Corps continues to uphold their legacy as the providers of combat 
readiness through maintenance, ammunition, explosive ordnance 
disposal and explosives safety to combat commanders.  
 
"Service to the line, on the line, on time!" 

 

    QUICK FACTSQUICK FACTS 
 The Army’s third largest 

branch 
 
 Assignments to almost    

every Army unit 
 
 Assignments to almost    

every post worldwide 
 
 Ordnance Lieutenants are 

eligible to serve in positions 
allocated to the three Logis-
tics branches (OD,TC,QM) 
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION 91AAREA OF CONCENTRATION 91A  
MATERIEL MAINTENANCE & MUNITIONS MATERIEL MAINTENANCE & MUNITIONS  

91A Ordnance Lieutenants can expect to be a platoon leader in a vari-
ety of units including forward support, maintenance, and ammunition 
companies. Platoon leaders plan and execute force sustainment logis-
tics operations and supervise the technical and tactical training of Sol-
diers to ensure their effectiveness on the battlefield or in the shop. 
Lieutenants monitor and direct the day-to-day functions of combat sys-
tems repair and ammunition operations. Platoons are generally large, 
numbering between 50-80 Soldiers. Ordnance platoon leaders are of-
ten responsible for millions of dollars of equipment and supplies.                   

Senior lieutenants serve as control officers in ammunition or maintenance 
companies, responsible for ensuring the company executes its assigned 
maintenance or ammunition mission. Workload prioritization, production 
management and quality assurance are skills that ordnance officers       
develop in these positions; as they become experts using logistics         
management information systems as tools to assist them. Assignments as 
a company executive officer, or battalion/brigade staff round out an 
Ordnance officer's lieutenant time.  

 

MATERIEL MAINTENANCE  MANAGEMENTMATERIEL MAINTENANCE  MANAGEMENT 
Officers serving in these assignments lead Soldiers with mechanical skills 
to ensure vehicles, communication equipment, ground support equipment, 
and weapons systems are repaired, maintaining combat power.  Mainte-
nance management includes 27 enlisted MOSs and 8 Warrant Officer Spe-
cialties to repair Army equipment.  
 

AMMUNITION  MANAGEMEAMMUNITION  MANAGEMENTNT 
Officers serving in these positions manage the Army’s conventional ammu-
nition supply. They are experts in the ammunition functions of storage, 
transportation, surveillance, quality assurance, maintenance, safety, and 
the operational and strategic management information (supply, command, 
and control) systems used to manage and report munitions functions.  The 
Ordnance Corps has 2 enlisted MOSs and 1 Warrant Officer Specialty to 
manage munitions. 
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 ACTIVE DUTY ASSIGACTIVE DUTY ASSIG
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GNMEGNMENT LOCATIONSNT LOCATIONS 
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TAKEATAKEA
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PROPONENT CONTACT INPROPONENT CONTACT INFORMATION FORMATION 

Ordnance Company Grade  
Personnel Development Office (AOC 91A) 

Email: usarmy.gregg-adams.tradoc.list.leeeaoc-89-91-officer-
career-mana@army.mil 

GO ORDNANCE!GO ORDNANCE! 




