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THE INFANTRY
“Of all branches in the U.S. Army, the Infantry is 

unique because its core competency is founded on 
the individual soldier – the Infantry Rifleman.  
While other branches tend to focus on weapon 
systems and platforms to accomplish their mission, 
the Infantry alone relies almost exclusively on the 
human dimension of the individual rifleman to 
close with and destroy the enemy.” 
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MECHANIZED INFANTRY PLATOON
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STRYKER INFANTRY PLATOON
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FY 21 AC Operating Force Units

FY 19: 11 ABCT, 14 IBCT, 6 SBCT
FY 20:  11 ABCT, 13 IBCT, 7 SBCT
FY 21: 11 ABCT,  13 IBCT, 7 SBCT 
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INFANTRY LIEUTENANT TIMELINE

MCCCLIEUTENANT ASSIGNMENTS

COMMISSION 12
MONTHS

24
MONTHS

36
MONTHS

48
MONTHS

INITIAL MILITARY 
TRANING

- IBOLC
- ABN / SLC / BLC
- Ranger Course

Additional Functional Training
- Air Assault
- Pathfinder
- Jumpmaster
- Maneuver Leaders Maintenance 

Course (MLMC)

- Infantry Mortar Leader Course 
(IMLC)

- Reconnaissance & Surveillance 
Leaders Course (RSLC)

Required Training

- 75th Ranger Regiment
- Aide de Camp
- Old Guard
- OC-T

Nominative Assignment

- Company Executive Officer
- Specialty Platoon Leader

- Scout / Mortar PL
- Battalion Staff Officer
- OSUT Platoon Leader / XO

Developmental Assignment

- Rifle Platoon Leader (9-18 months) 
Key Developmental Assignment



• Implementation of POI 5.0
• Renewed emphasis on Battle Drills (ATP 3-21.8, App. J)
• Execute culminating training event LEADER FORGE FTX
• Classroom instruction and field scenarios reflect LSCO
• Integration of ACFT (Iron Leader Competition)
• Implementation of TAP-C

• Update to Course Critical Events
• Qualify with M4 using CCO (TC 3-20.40 as of 30 JUL 19)
• Pass Day, Night, & Transition Land Navigation
• Complete 12 mile individual foot march in 3 hours
• Pass Comprehensive doctrine exam
• Pass Final APFT
• Complete 5 mile run in 40 minutes
• Complete High Physical Demands Test 

-Move over 2m wall
-Move under direct fire
-Employ hand grenades

-Drag a casualty to safety
-Remove casualty from vehicle
-Prepare 2-person fighting position

IBOLC POI 5.0
• Revised IN LT Initial Military Training Strategy

• Airborne / SLC / BLC prior to Ranger Course
• Only 1 opportunity at Ranger Course FY 18 (43% pass rate) FY 19 (46% pass rate)
• Additional courses only at request of gaining unit and at discretion of 2-11 IN 

Commander
• Opportunity to serve as OSUT PL in 198th IN BDE for 8 months prior to First Unit of 

Assignment

IBOLC
Stryker/ 
Bradley 
Leader 

Course*

Goal: 280 Days

PCS to FUA

OSUT PL PCS

IMT Strategy



GRADED PLATOON OPERATIONS

RANGER COURSE OVERVIEW

9

GRADED SQUAD OPERATIONSTECHNIQUES

LOWER MT YONAH

GRADED PLATOON OPERATIONSTECHNIQUES RECOVERY/GRADUATION PREP
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Week 1 Week 2 Week 3
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RANGER COURSE REQUIREMENTS
• Ranger Physical Assessment

• 49 Push Ups
• 59 Sit Ups
• 5 Miles in 40 minutes
• 6 Chin Ups

• Combat Water Survival Assessment
• Slide for Life
• Log walk/Rope Drop
• Ditch & Swim

• Land Navigation
• 4/5 Points in 5 hours
• Night to Day

• 12 Mile Foot march 
• 3 Hrs w/35lbs (Dry)

• Darby Queen
• 23/26 Obstacles
• Fail 3+ obstacles and receive a Major Minus

• Darby Phase FTX
• Pass at least 1 graded patrol
• 60% or better in Peers
• Less than 3 Major Minus spot reports

• Mountaineering 
• Identify and Tie 5/7 knots (3 mandatory). Must pass the 

clove hitch, munter hitch, and rerouted figure eight. 
• Conduct 1.8 mile foot march at MT Yonah in 45-65 

minute pace (not a drop event and temperature 
dependent)

• Mountain Phase FTX
• Pass at least 1 graded patrol
• 60% or better in Peers
• Less than 3 Major Minus spot reports

• Florida Phase FTX
• Pass at least 1 graded patrol
• 60% or better on Peers
• Less than 3 Major Minus spot reports

• Miss less than 72 Hours of Training

“Ranger School is the best combat life insurance available for 
you and your men.” 

-COL (R) Ralph Puckett
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HireVue

20APR2021 – 29AUG2021 
Access through VBO site

**Individual Interviews on a case 
by case basis (ie preferred cadets) 



Infantry Branch Site: 
https://www.benning.army.mil/
Infantry/Cadet-Branching/

Still have a question? Contact your 
Infantry Branch Representative at
usarmy.benning.mcoe.mbx.infantry-
proponent@mail.mil

VISIT US

VBO: 
https://vbo.army.mil/branches.htm#infantry

https://www.benning.army.mil/Infantry/Cadet-Branching/
https://www.benning.army.mil/Infantry/Cadet-Branching/
https://www.benning.army.mil/Infantry/Cadet-Branching/
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mailto:usarmy.benning.mcoe.mbx.infantry-proponent@mail.mil?subject=Email%20from%20cadet%20branching%20site
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